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not a coming to be aware of what was already there. Paradoxical
as it may seem, the way in which we represent ourselves to
ourselves determines what we are. When the little girl plays
with her dolls, adopting towards them a maternal and authori-
tative attitude, she is reconstructing and expanding her mental
life; similarly, in adult life, my representation of myself as
a person of a certain kind determines my action and my relation-
ship to others, and thereby changes me. In this sense self-
consciousness is creative of the self. It is not however the case
that as we reach adult life we form for ourselves a clear, coherent,
and stable prehension of the self. Indeed, it is notorious that
we do not. We may fail to do so in two respects. First, it is
our frequent experience that our self-consciousness may
embrace a number of modes of self-prehension fairly discon-
tinuous one with the others. In a given set of circumstances we
may imagine ourselves in one way; in another environment
in quite another way. And the immediate circumstances may
induce a mode of self-consciousness which we may not trouble
to relate to our other ways of representing ourselves to ourselves.
Our self-consciousness may then be said to be a succession
of patterns, existing in comparative disconnection, which we
do not endeavour to relate and enclose within a single compre-
hensive pattern of self-consciousness.
In the second place, it is clear that our self-consciousness
may be intensive in greater or less degree. We may be aware
of our reactions in varying degrees. This is the text and theme
of a good deal of modern psychology, of psycho-analysis and
the theory of insanity. We may unknowingly decline to represent
ourselves to ourselves as adopting or feeling a certain attitude,
and shall therefore fail to effect a clear and acute self-awareness
in that respect. We shall fail, in other words, to objectify that
*self. As is well known, the whole theory of modern psycho-
pathology has been built around this notion of failure to effect
such objectification.
These two types of failure in self-consciousness are, of
course, closely linked. Where the self in self-consciousness